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 TITLE: Science Textbook Program for Grades TK/K – 5/6 

 

ROUTING 

LD Superintendents 

Administrators of  

  Instruction 

Principal Supervisors 

Directors 

Principals 

School Administrative   

  Assistants 

 

NUMBER: MEM-079505 

 

ISSUER: Alison Yoshimoto-Towery 

Interim Chief Academic Officer 

Division of Instruction 

 

Esther Sinofsky, Ph.D., Administrative Coordinator 

Integrated Library & Textbook Support Services 

 

DATE: December 12, 2019 

 

PURPOSE: 

 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide information regarding the 

elementary school selection and purchase of Grades TK/K – 5/6 Science materials 

for the 2020-2021 school year. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

 

 

 

The State Board of Education adopted the Grades K-8 science programs at its 

November 2018 meeting. A pre-screen group of Science/STEAM Coordinators and 

Specialists (with expertise in supporting English Learners, Standard English 

Learners, and Students with Disabilities) reviewed the eleven State-adopted 

materials through the lens of the District’s evaluation rubric. The evaluation tool 

adopted from the California County Superintendents Education Service 

Associations’ (CCSESA) Curriculum & Instruction Steering Committee (CISC): 

2019 NGSS Toolkit for Instructional Materials Evaluation (TIME) and combined 

with “Chapter 13” of the CA Science Framework (CDE). A data-driven process 

was used to evaluate science instructional materials for instructional design, lesson 

quality, materials and alignment to the California Content Standards, CA Science 

Framework, and the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). 

 

The pre-screening moved four (4) programs forward for review by the TK/K – 5/6 

committee: 

 

• Amplify – Amplify Science 

• Delta – FOSS Next Generation 

• Houghton Mifflin Harcourt – California HMH Science Dimensions 

• National Geographic Learning – Exploring Science 

 

These four programs are hybrids, i.e., print and electronic combination. Each 

program had to meet and pass the District’s Unified Digital Instructional 

Procurement Plan (UDIPP) application process in order to ensure compliance with 

the District’s instructional and security requirements. 

On June 24, 2019, the committee members attended a full-day orientation that 
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included an overview of the District’s ethics policy, California Content Standards, 

NGSS shifts, Science Frameworks, and hands-on training in the use of the 

evaluation rubric. 

 

Each committee member received a set of each of the four programs being 

evaluated to review on their own. The Textbook Evaluation Committee members 

used the same evaluation rubric as the pre-selection group to inform their review 

and recommendations. On August 1 and 2, 2019, the ILTSS and Science units 

collaborated with Parent and Community Services to obtain parent comments. On 

August 13, 2019, each of the four publishers made a 40-minute presentation to the 

Textbook Evaluation Committee highlighting key points of their program’s 

organization and components of their product, including how the teacher would 

implement the program, ancillary materials to meet the needs of targeted subgroups 

of students, and technology components. On August 15, 2019, the Textbook 

Evaluation Committee met to deliberate on the strengths and weaknesses of each of 

the programs using the reports generated by the committee members from the 

NGSS TIME Toolkit. 

 

Based on the recommendation from the Textbook Evaluation Committee, and input 

from LD STEAM Coordinators, Central Office and Local District leadership, the 

following two programs are options for TK/K – 5/6 science textbook selection:  

 

• Amplify’s Amplify Science  

• Delta Education’s Foss Next Generation  

 

INSTRUCTIONS: I. ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS TK/K-5/6 SCIENCE TEXTBOOK PROGRAM 

 

Each Local District will determine a process for the selection of science 

instructional materials. Integrated Library & Textbook Support Service (ILTSS) 

is providing recommendations that LD’s may consider in determining their 

selection process (see Attachment A). 

 

A. Textbook Ordering 

Orders will be placed for each school per the projected enrollment in each 

grade level using the Grades TK/K-5/6 Science Selection and Request Form 

(Attachment D-1). Schools will order a sufficient number of each grade level 

Hands-On Kits to provide a rotation of each topic per three classrooms of the 

same grade.  
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ILTSS will coordinate with LD personnel and principals to finalize ordering 

quantities. In order to purchase TK/K-5/6 Science instructional materials for 

implementation at the start of the 2020-21 school year, the Grades TK/K-5/6 

Science Selection and Request Form (Attachment D-1) must be completed 

and submitted to your LD by January 27, 2020. This will allow the purchase 

orders for each school to be created and summited to the publisher in a 

timely manner for delivery prior to the beginning of Summer Break.  

 

Additionally, this timeline will allow for appropriate professional 

development for teachers to support implementation of the new materials at 

the school site. The Division of Instruction will work in concert with LDs to 

provide professional development on each program that includes full day, 

face-to-face sessions with online modules and follow up support. 

 

B. Purchase Orders/Online Goods Receipts  

The purchase orders will be generated on behalf of the school for each cost 

center. Online goods receipts must be completed within five days of delivery 

at the direction of the principal once materials have been accounted for.  

 

The District will fully support the purchase of the new science program for 

schools in the first year of the adoption cycle. In subsequent years within this 

adoption period, a school wishing to change to a different science program 

will bear the cost. 

 

Number of Grade Level 

Classrooms 

Number of Kits  

for Rotation 

1-3 1 of each grade level 

4-6 2 of each grade level 

7-9 3 of each grade level 

10-12 4 of each grade level 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. CHOICE OPTION FOR AUTONOMOUS SCHOOLS  

 

A. Autonomous schools may include Affiliated Charters, Pilot Schools, Local 

Initiative Schools (LIS), Expanded School-Based Management Model 

(ESBMM) Schools, or Lead Partner Schools, such as Partnership for Los 

Angeles or L.A.’s Promise Schools. Autonomous schools historically may have 

had flexibilities regarding the selection of curriculum and instructional 

materials. Specific autonomies are determined by each school’s agreement with 

the District, including but not limited to an approved charter petition, 

memorandum of understanding (MOU), and/or educational plan.  
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ASSISTANCE: 

B. Should an autonomous school opt to select a program other than Amplify’s 

Amplify Science or Delta Education’s FOSS Next Generation, applicable costs 

associated with professional development will be the responsibility of the 

school. The procurement process for materials outside the two District selected 

programs would need to include negotiations regarding professional 

development. The District will not allocate resources to provide professional 

development associated with newly-adopted instructional materials beyond 

what is included with the original adoption.  

 

C. The District will only fund non-District selected textbooks and materials during 

the District’s adoption cycle. The cost of instructional materials must be equal 

to or less than the cost of the materials selected/adopted by the District. The 

cost comparison will include the cost of all needed instructional materials (e.g., 

teacher editions, workbooks, manipulatives) and the professional development 

needed to support them.  

 

D. Should an autonomous school wish to change instructional materials 

(publishers) before the next District adoption, it shall be responsible for paying 

for any instructional materials after the initial purchase. After the initial 

adoption, only replacement materials for consumables, lost inventory, changes 

in enrollment, or wear and tear will be provided. The District will not be 

obligated to allocate funds for additional curriculum and instructional materials 

purchases above the maximum amount the District would have otherwise spent 

on curriculum and instructional materials schools.  

 

E. If a school in this category is considering an option other than the two District 

recommended selections, the school should consult with the Local District 

Administrator of Instruction regarding information on District professional 

development costs, funding level, ordering and multi-year contracts. Local 

District Administrators of Instruction should consult with Esther Sinofsky, 

Administrative Coordinator, Integrated Textbook Library and Support Services 

for assistance.  

 

F. Autonomous schools must submit Attachment D-2 to the Local District 

Administrator of Instruction or designee no later than January 27, 2019, to 

assist with the purchase and delivery of the newly selected textbooks. 

 

For assistance or further information please contact your Local District 

Administrator of Instruction/Designee or Integrated Library & Textbook 

Support Services at (213) 241-2733. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

 

Guidance for Selection of TK/K-5/6 Science Textbook Program 
 

The following guidance is provided to support Local Districts in determining their selection 

process.  
 

A. Formation of Textbook Selection Committee  

A selection committee should be formed either at the Local District level or by individual 

school sites. The committee should consist of the following stakeholder groups: school 

administrator(s), primary elementary teacher(s), upper elementary teacher(s), teacher(s) of 

English learner students, teacher(s) of Standard English learner students, and special education 

teacher(s). Parents and community members should also be involved in the selection of the 

textbook program, including LGBTQ representation. Each textbook selection committee will 

work with the instructional leadership team to come to a consensus on the selection of the core 

science textbook program.  
 

B. Consideration  

Any committee convened for this purpose must consider student work from interim 

assessments; coverage of the California Next Generation Science Standards; California Science 

Framework; academic rigor; access and equity for English language learners, biliterate 

students, Standard English learners, students with disabilities, and students identified as gifted 

and talented; the faculty’s years of experience and certification; and professional development.  
 

C. Avoiding Conflicts of Interest – Form 700 & Conflict Management Form  

To proactively safeguard against potential conflicts of interest, each committee member must 

complete the Form 700 (Attachment B) and Conflict Management Form (Attachment C). 

Individuals with a conflict may not serve on the committee. The original, signed Form 700 and 

Conflict Management Form should be submitted to the LD designee. The LD designee will 

keep the Form 700 and Conflict Management Form on file at the LD and submit the Form 700 

to the Ethics Office.  
 

D. Publisher Presentations  

The publisher sales representatives have been directed to work with the LD STEAM 

Coordinator. Each LD STEAM Coordinator will arrange a textbook selection meeting at which 

publisher representatives will provide a minimum of 30- to 60-minute presentation and answer 

questions. At least two representatives from each school-site should attend the publisher 

presentation. Publishers have been advised not to visit schools individually unless the LD 

approves such visits.  
 

E. Instructional Material Displays  

Each LD should display instructional materials for review at its offices, including sample kits. 

Each LD should communicate with parents about attending the publisher presentation and the 

opportunity to review the materials at the LD office. A school administrator may contact the 

LD STEAM Coordinator for sample materials.  



FPPC Form 700 (2018/2019)
FPPC Advice Email: advice@fppc.ca.gov

FPPC Toll-Free Helpline: 866/275-3772 www.fppc.ca.gov
Page - 5

Leaving Office: Date Left / /
(Check one circle.)

 The period covered is January 1, 2018, through the date of 
leaving office.

 The period covered is / / , through 
the date of leaving office.

Annual: The period covered is January 1, 2018, through 
December 31, 2018.

The period covered is / / , through 
December 31, 2018.

Statement of economic intereStS

cover Page
A PubliC DoCument

I have used all reasonable diligence in preparing this statement.  I have reviewed this statement and to the best of my knowledge the information contained 
herein and in any attached schedules is true and complete.  I acknowledge this is a public document.

I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Date Signed 
(month, day, year)

3. Type of Statement (Check at least one box)

 State  Judge or Court Commissioner (Statewide Jurisdiction)

 Multi-County  County of 

 City of Other 

2. Jurisdiction of Office (Check at least one box)

Candidate: Date of Election  and office sought, if different than Part 1: 

Assuming Office: Date assumed / /

Date	 Initial	Filing	Received
Official Use Only

Please type or print in ink.

700
FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION

CALIFORNIA FORM

Agency Name  (Do not use acronyms) 

Division, board, Department, District, if applicable Your Position

1. Office, Agency, or Court

name of filer    (laSt)  (firSt) (middle)

MaIlIng aDDreSS Street CItY State ZIP CoDe

(	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 )
DaYtIMe telePhone nuMber EMAiL ADDrESS

(business or Agency Address Recommended - Public Document)

Signature 
(File the originally signed paper statement with your filing official.)

5. Verification

► If filing for multiple positions, list below or on an attachment.  (Do not use acronyms)

agency: Position: 

-or-

-or-

None - no reportable interests on any schedule

4. Schedule Summary (must complete)
Schedules attached
         Schedule A-1 - investments – schedule attached
         Schedule A-2 - investments – schedule attached
         Schedule B - Real Property – schedule attached

► Total number of pages including this cover page:

-or-

    Schedule C - income, loans, & business Positions – schedule attached
    Schedule D - Income – Gifts – schedule attached
    Schedule E - Income – Gifts – Travel Payments – schedule attached

Los Angeles Unified School District

Portion of LA County (LAUSD)

12     01    2019
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Los Angeles Unified School District • Ethics Office 

333 S. Beaudry Avenue, 20th Floor • Los Angeles • California 90017 
Tel:  (213) 241-3330 • Fax: (213) 241-3319 

LAUSD Ethics Office 

   Building Trust     
Inside and Out

 
 https://achieve.lausd.net/ethics 

 
Ask Ethics: (213) 241-3330 
  

 
 

 

LOCAL TEXTBOOK SELECTION COMMITTEES 

PRELIMINARY CONFLICT ANALYSIS: Before you begin participating on a selection committee, please answer the 
questions below to determine whether you have any potentially conflicting interests. Thank you! 

 

FIRST NAME: LAST NAME: EMPLOYEE ID#: 
 

SCHOOL OR OFFICE: ADDRESS: 

PHONE: EMAIL: EDUCATION SERVICE CENTER: 

 
I certify that the information I have provided in this form is accurate to the best of my knowledge for the date I have 
signed, and I commit to providing an updated form whenever there is a material change to this information. 

   

Signature LAUSD Title Date 

 Form 700 Alert: Please remember that under California law if you participate on the selection committee you must complete a Statement of Economic 
Interests (Form 700) within 30 days of beginning participation on the committee.  You can download the Form and tools for helping you complete the 
form from the Ethics Office website at: https://achieve.lausd.net/form700.  Do not submit Form 700s to the Ethics Office – keep at school-site. 

 

Potentially Conflicting Interests Yes No 

1. Are you or any member of your family (including co-habitants) a current or former employee, 
consultant, contractor or board member of an entity that has contracted or is planning to contract 
with LAUSD in the instructional arena? 

If yes, please elaborate with specific identities. Include additional pages, if necessary. Example: Your spouse works for a 
textbook publishing company.  

  

2. Do you or any member of your family (including co-habitants) own – directly or indirectly – a 
financial interest (including stock, stock options, or other securities) in any business entity that has 
contracted or is planning to contract with LAUSD in the instructional arena? 

If yes, please elaborate with specific identities. Include additional pages, if necessary. Example: Your child owns stock in 
a company that produces instructional materials. 

  

3. During the past 12 months, have you or any member of your family (including co-habitants) 
received or been promised any salary, royalties, consulting fees, honoraria, gifts or loans from any 
person or entity (including any subsidiary, parent organization, or other affiliate) that has 
contracted or is planning to contract with LAUSD in the instructional arena? 

If yes, please elaborate with specific identities and dates. Include additional pages, if necessary. Example: You have 
served as a contributor, editor, author or other consultant for an instructional materials company. 

  

4. Can you identify any other personal or professional affiliation you have that could create an actual 
or apparent conflict with your responsibilities for LAUSD’s selection committee? 

If yes, please elaborate with specific identities. Include additional pages, if necessary. Example: Your co-habitant is the 
board president for a non-profit that lobbies LAUSD officials on curriculum and instruction. 

  

5. Do you understand that leading up to and throughout your service on LAUSD’s committee that 
you or any member of your family (including co-habitants) may not have any economic interest in 
any entity that is under consideration by LAUSD in the instructional arena? As a general rule, an 
economic interest is any interest that is distinguishable from an effect on the general public. 

  

CM REV0418 Administrator to Keep at Site 
with Adoption Materials 

DO NOT SEND TO ETHICS OFFICE 

CONFLICT MANAGEMENT 
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ATTACHMENT D-1 

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT  
Integrated Library & Textbook Support Services  

GRADES TK/K-5/6 SCIENCE 
SELECTION AND REQUEST FORM 

Cost Center:  School: Local District: 

Select ONE of the programs: 

AMPLIFY FOSS 

Quantities included are based on norm numbers and anticipated increased enrollment: 

Grade Level 
Projected Student 

Enrollment 

Projected Teacher 

Editions Needed 

Projected 

Classrooms 

Projected Special 

Education Classrooms 

Transitional Kinder 

Kindergarten 

Grade 1 

Grade 2 

Grade 3 

Grade 4 

Grade 5 

Grade 6 

DUAL LANGUAGE – SPANISH 
This section is only for approved Dual Language schools. Verification may be requested. 

Grade Level 
Projected Student 

Enrollment 

Projected Teacher 

Editions Needed 

Projected 

Classrooms 

Projected Special 

Education Classrooms 

Transitional Kinder 

Kindergarten 

Grade 1 

Grade 2 

Grade 3 

Grade 4 

Grade 5 

Grade 6 

Selection Committee Chairperson: 

Name Signature Date 

Principal: 

Name Signature Date 

Please return to: ___________________________, LD Coordinator, via email or school mail by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 

January 27, 2020. 

Approved by Administrator of Instruction or Designee: Signature Date 



ATTACHMENT D-2 

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT  
Integrated Library & Textbook Support Services  

GRADES TK/K-5/6 SCIENCE 
SELECTION AND REQUEST FORM 

Cost Center: School: Local District: 

Our school, (school name), is requesting your approval to 

participate in the TK/K-5/6 SCIENCE textbook program selection process. 

Justification

Quantities included are based on norm numbers and anticipated increased enrollment: 

Grade Level 
Projected Student 

Enrollment 

Projected Teacher 

Editions Needed 

Projected 

Classrooms 

Projected Special 

Education Classrooms 

Transitional Kinder 

Kindergarten 

Grade 1 

Grade 2 

Grade 3 

Grade 4 

Grade 5 

Grade 6 

Selection Committee Chairperson: 

Name Signature Date 

Principal: 

Name Signature Date 

Local District Superintendent or Designee: 

Name Signature Date 

Please return to: ___________________________, LD Coordinator, via email or school mail by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 

January 27, 2020. 

Approved by Administrator of Instruction or Designee: Signature Date 


	ATTACHMENT D - Textbook Selection D-2 . Final.pdf
	Our school,  (school name), is requesting your approval to participate in the TK/K-5/6 SCIENCE textbook program selection process.
	Quantities included are based on norm numbers and anticipated increased enrollment:
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